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Part VI

Chapter 18 Benefits
Overview

Introduction Chapter 18 benefits are payable to o

ina bifida
ifrom certain other

* a Vietnam veteran’s biological chil
* afemale Vietham vetera

birth defects.
This part contains i

* generale
the claims

In thisPart

See Page
Chapter 18 Benefits Information 1-1
and Other Birth Defects 2-1
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 1

Chapter 1. General Chapter 18 Benefits Information

1. Handling of Chapter 18 Benefits by the Denver Regional
Office

Introduction This topic contains information the handling of @tea 18 benefits by the
Denver regional office (RO), including the

* policy information on handling all Cha benhefaims, and

* Denver RO address.

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Policy: All  All Chapter 18 benefits e ha ffice (RO).
Chapter 18

Benefit Claims  A|| other ROs m Denver RO for
Will be development an

Handled by the

Denver RO

1-1
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 1

2. Impact of Chapter 18 Benefits on Other VA Benefit
Entitlements

Introduction This topic contains information on the

 impact of Chapter 18 benefits on entitlement tepWA benefits, and
* prohibition on multiple Chapter 18 allowances.

Change Date March 11, 2010

a. Impact of Payment of Chapter 18 benefit of the

Chapter 18

Benefits on « Chapter 18 beneficiary ' ' i he may

Entitlement to be entitled under VA '

Other VA

B . » Veteran on whose se

enefits "

additional com

Exception: VAre
vocational training
same {i ndera C

individual pursuingpeogram of
18 eligibildyeceive assistance at the

ndency anddnthity Compensation
Chapter 18 benefits.
benefits is alsdependent on the

b. Pr al is eligible to receive only one Chapi8 monthly allowance.
on Mu

Chapter 1 vidual currently receiving spina bifid&efits undeB88 C.F.R.
Allowances

as another qualifying birth defect und8rC.F.R. 8§ 3.81Wwill
e greater Chapter 18 monthly benefit.

1-2
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 1

3. Monthly Monetary Allowance

Introduction This topic contains information on the monthly miamg allowance,
including

* the levels of monthly allowance payable for spirfeld and other covered
birth defects

» Chapter 18 beneficiaries under age 18, a
» Chapter 18 incompetent beneficiaries.

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Levelsof A monthly monetary allo
Monthly

A”O;"b?”‘]fe « three levels to, or on . and
Payable for « four levels to, o : ivi red birth
Spina Bifida : . :

and Other defects, which

Covered Birth

Defects References. For mo

« disahility. levels for mdivid i ina bifidasseeM21-1MR, Part VI,
2.C.
* disabili \ er individuals 'with other coveréirth defects, selg21-
1MR, Par 2.C12.50

e of the monthly allewance designated for easalility level, seévi21-

\ Appendix.B

Note d with eowered birth defects otherrlspina bifida may be

evaluate non-eompensable level (level zeitthough these

individt are not compensated, they may be edtits VA health care and
gationaltraining.

b. Chapter 18  Beneficlaries of a monthly monetary allowance whewander the age of 18

Beneficiaries  wijll b id as minor children in the custody gfaent or guardian.
Under Age 18

c. Chapter 18  Beneficiaries over the age of 18 may be determiodze incompetent under

Incompetent the provisions 088 C.F.R. § 3.353
Beneficiaries

Note: Annotate the codesheet with a code 33 wheracaiybé.

1-3
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 1

4. Health Care and Vocational Training

Introduction This topic contains information on health care aadational training,
including

» the extent of health care coverage provided by VA
» where to find more information on health care cager
» availability of vocational training, and

» where to find more information on vocati

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Extent of

Health Care

Coverage
VA shall provide 6 s spina
bifida and other c irth def ted disability. (See

38 C.F.R.8817.9

b. health care coverage islalbg from the
Find
Informat ifida hotline at 1-888-820-1756
gg\a;l;hacjre dministration Center web pagehétp://www.va.gov/hacor
d Colorado, VA Health Administrative Centefeé800-733-8387.
Continued on next page
1-4
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 1

4. Health Care and Vocational Training, Continued

c. Availability  If achievement of a vocational goal is feasiblejratividual found entitled at

of Vocational  any level of disability described undé8 C.F.R. § 3.814(d)jlor38 C.F.R. §

Training 3.815(e)(1)may be eligible for a program of vocational tramprovided by
Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E).

The local VR&E office will schedule the individufr an evaluation

appointment once

Note: Pursuant to VA regulation
employment, an individual_ma

d. Whereto tact the VR&E Divisi at the nearest VARO.
Find More

Information on
Vocati

Trai

1-5
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section A

Section A. Process Overview

Overview

Introduction This section contains information on how to proce§hapter 18 benefits
claim.

InthisSection  This section contains the topic, “Chapt Clainscess.”

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law
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M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section A

1. Chapter 18 Claims Process

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Process The table below describes the stages of the Chaptbenefits claim process.

Stage Name ription
1 Eligibility * Veteran Servi epresentative (VSR) verifie$
and specific eligibi quirements for spina bifida

Development

ity, and

or Korean setvice records
hip and date of conception records,|and

edical and lay evidence

mines whether to award or deny entitlement

onthly monetary allowance

determines disability level according to

severity of symptoms, and

— degree of permanent physical or mental
disability, and

» determines incompetency of beneficiaries over
the age of 18 under provisions38 CFR 3.353

Authorization| VSR

* processes award or denial of monthly monetafy
allowance, and
« notifies claimant of decision.

2-A-2
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Overview

In this Section

M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

Section B. Eligibility and Development

This section contains the following topics:

Topic Topic Name See Page
2 Application for Benefits 2-B-2
3 Initial Eligibility Verification 2-B-3
4 Development Process Over, 2-B-5
5 Vietnam Service and Date 0 2-B-6
Requirements and Developme
6 Korean Service an 2-B-9

Requirements and De

7 Relationship R
Relationshi

-13

2-B-16

2-B-17

2-B-24
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

2. Application for Benefits

Introduction

Change Date

a. VA Form
21-0304

b. Where to
Obtain VA

Form 21-0304

2-B-2

This topic contains information on the applicatfonbenefits, including

* VA Form 21-0304, Application for Benefits for Cent&hildren with
Disabilities Born of Vietham and Certain Korean @ee Veteransand
» where to obtain the form.

September 26, 2008

A claimant should normally sub
Benefits for Certain Children wi

that contains all the in
acceptable.

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law



M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

3. Initial Eligibility Verification

Introduction

Change Date

a. Initial
Review of
Eligibility
Requirements
Before
Complete
Development of
Evidence

This topic contains information on initial eligilty verification, including

* initial review of eligibility requirements before@mplete development of
evidence

» example 1: when additional development is not reaogsfor a spina bifida
claim, and

» example 2: when additional developmentd
claim.

t reargsfor a Chapter 18

September 26, 2008

Veterans Service Repre
evidence from the claig
claimant cannot meet 3

* Vietnam or spe \
* nature of the disa
* relationship to the

Referenc informatien o
* Vietnam vice and Date of
seeM?21-1 Pa .B.5
2an War Service ane e of Conception Requintsnand
ment, sekl21-1MR,Part VI, 2.B.6
Requirements and Developing for Refesthip Evidence, see
3l 2.B
* Disa ility/ equire ts for Spina Bifida BenefggeM21-1MR, Part VI,
.B.8 and
ability Requirement for Other covered Birth Detfe seeM21-1MR

eption RequiremamdsDevelopment,

Par

Continued on next page

2-B-3
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B
3. Initial Eligibility Verification, Continued

b. Example 1:  Sjtuation
When A child of a Veteran who served only during the {GAflar applies for spina

Additional bifida benefits.
Development Is

Not Necessary
for a Spina
Bifida Claim

Result
The VSR will send a denial lettesithoutdeveloping for nature of disability
or relationship evidence.

Rationale
The VSR can immediately determine that
meet Vietham or specific Korean service re
benefits.

laimant cannot
hapter 18

c. Example 2. Situation

When A child with spina bifida
Additional

Development Is Result
1l:\lot Né:ﬁestsary The VSR will give
1°8r ?:I NapPIEr genying the claim

aim :
requir ts and re

R for an im rating decision
g for Vietnamspecific Korean service

2-B-4
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B
4. Development Process Overview

Change Date December 26, 2008

a. Development The table below describes the responsibilitie©effSR during the stages of

Process for the development process for Chapter 18 benefits.
Chapter 18

Benefits

Important: The development process is sh
presentational purposes. In practice, ea
presented in the table below, is execut

here in sfages
lopment stages, as

Stage
1 The VSR develops fo

* service record
qualifying V4

medical evidence verifyingtthe
ing medical condition foh&pter 18

2-B-5
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

5. Vietnam Service and Date of Conception Requirements
and Development

Introduction This topic contains information on the Vietnam seg\and date of
conception requirements and development, including

 Vietham service requirement
* the definitions of
— qualifying Vietnam service, and
—the Vietnam era
» character of discharge exception for C
» development for Vietnam service
* requirement for conception d
 development for date of concep

Change Date September 26, 2008

a. Vietnam A Vietnam Veteral

Service in the Republic of
Requirement

ed active &aval, or air service
ing the Vietnara.

b. Definition: rvice in the

Quialifying
Vietnam

Service other locationsuih service involved duty

c. De
Vietnam

bifida benefits eligibility, and
g on February 28, 1961, and ending on Ma®75, for the
e of other covered birth defect benefitsiality.

References. For regulatory definitions of "Vietnam Veterasge
» 38 CFR 3.814(c)(1&nd
» 38 CFR 3.815(c)(1)

Continued on next page

2-B-6

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law


http://www.benefits.va.gov/WARMS/docs/regs/38cfr/bookb/part3/s3_814.doc
http://www.benefits.va.gov/WARMS/docs/regs/38cfr/bookb/part3/s3_815.doc

M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

5. Vietnam Service and Date of Conception Requirements
and Development, Continued

d. Character of Eligibility for Chapter 18 benefits isot dependent on character of discharge.

Discharge That is, regardless of characterization of theiserof the Veteran parent,
Exception for  individuals may receive Chapter 18 benefits iftieeessary Vietnam service
Chapter 18 and relationship requirements are met.

Eligibility

e. Development Reference: For information on developi r evidence ottrfiam service,

for Vietham see

Service
* M21-1MR, Part Ill, Subpatrt iii,
* M21-1MR, Part Ill, Subpatrt iii, 2.

f. Conception  In order for an individua , the individual

During or After  must have been parent first
Vietnam served in the R
Service

Questions about th onception allresolved by an

admin ve decisi

References
MR, Part

Continued on next page

2-B-7
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

5. Vietnam Service and Date of Conception Requirements
and Development, Continued

g. Development Follow the steps in the table below to developeiadence to determine date

for Date of of conception.
Conception

Evidence

2-B-8
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

6. Korean Service and Date of Conception Requirements and
Development

Introduction This topic contains information on Korean serviod date of conception
requirements and development, including

* specific Korean service requirements

 conceding herbicide exposure for service i
demilitarized zone (DMZ)

» character of discharge exception for

* establishing herbicide exposure

r ieaKorean

Change Date

a. Specific Effective Decem } 003 provides
Korean Service Dpenefits and serv ildre i irfi o are the natural
Requirements  chjldren of Veteran orea “in ormidlae demilitarized zone
nd August 311197

Continued on next page

2-B-9
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B
6. Korean Service and Date of Conception Requirements and
Development, Continued

b. Conceding  Under38 CFR 3.814(c)(2)effective February 24, 2011, concede exposure to
Herbicide herbicides on a presumptive basis for Veterans seneed

Expo_sur_e for

Semviceinor , hatween April 1, 1968, and August 31, 1971, and

Near the . . )
Korean DMZ * in a unit that VA or the Department of Defease (Ddias determined to

Combat Brigade of the 2¢
Infantry Division
1° Battalion, 38 Infantry

y Division
lion, 17" Infantry

T' Battalion, 3% Infantry

' Battalion, 39 Infantry
2" Squadron, 10 Cavalry
27 Battalion, 17" Infantry
2" Battalion, 3% Infantry

2" Battalion, 38' Infantr
1% Battalion, 2%' Infan
2" Battalion, 28 Infantr
3" Battalion, 25 Infantry
2" Battalion, )

Note: Service records may
show assignment to eithe
the 29 or the ' Infantry
Division.

2" Battalion, 32° Infantry
3 Battalion, 3%° Infantry

Note: Service records may
show assignmen show assignment to either,
the 29 or the " Infantry. the 29 or the " Infantry.
1% Battalion, §' Infantry ' Batallion, 7% Armor

2"° Battalion, 9' Infantry
1 Battalion, 72° Armor

2"% Battalion, 72° Armor
1% Battalion, 13" Artillery
15" Battalion, 15" Artillery

Continued on next page

2-B-10

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law


http://www.benefits.va.gov/WARMS/docs/regs/38cfr/bookb/part3/s3_814.doc
http://www.benefits.va.gov/WARMS/docs/regs/38cfr/bookb/part3/s3_814.doc

M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

6. Korean Service and Date of Conception Requirements and
Development, Continued

b. Conceding Herbicide Exposure for Service in oNear the Korean DMZ (continued)

% Brigade of the 7"
Infantry Division

Combat Brigade of the 2° Division Reaction Force
Infantry Division

7™ Battalion, 17 Artillery
5™ Battalion, 38 Artillery
6" Battalion, 37 Artillery
Other Qualifying Assignments

2" Military Police Company, ? Infantry Divisio
13" Engineer Combat Battalion

United Nations Command Security Battalie
Crew of theUSS Pueblo

c. Character of As with Vietnam
Discharge service is not dep
Exception for  characterization of

based on Korean
is, regardless of the
eran-panaciividuals may receive

Chapter 18 an sereiod relationship
Eligibility

d. Establishing establish exposuhetbicides in claims
Herbicide : i

Exposure

Then ...
concede that the Veteran

* served at or near the DMZ, and

» was exposed to herbicides
containing Agent Orange.

it other than one listed in | send a request to the U.S. Army and

M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.6.p | Joint Services Records Research

and Center (JSRRC) for verification of

« during a period that was not exposure to herbicides on a factual,
between April 1, 1968, and Augustase-by-case basis.
31, 1971.

Continued on next page

2-B-11
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

6. Korean Service and Date of Conception Requirements and
Development, Continued

e. Requirement In order for an individual to be eligible for Chaptl8 benefits, the individual
for Conception  must have been conceived after the date on wheNéteran-parent first
During or After  served in Korea during the dates and with the uni&ated in the previous
Korean Service  pjgck M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.6.b

Questions about the child’s date of conce
administrative decision.

f. Development Follow the steps in the table belew to develo e to determine date

for Date of of conception.
Conception

Evidence

cur as many as 10 monthssofeav as
after conception.
e of a birth certificate (part 2}aims health and

Ithough part 2 of a birth certificate is not matatg to
stablish eligibility, this evidence may help ttaddish the date
onception.

2-B-12
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

7. Relationship Requirements and Developing for
Relationship Evidence

Introduction This topic contains information on relationshipuggments and developing
for relationship evidence, including

* general relationship eligibility requirements ofiadividual
» the definition of natural child

* spina bifida benefit requirements: male
» other covered birth defect requiremen
» development for relationship evidence
» development for relationship evidence for

ran parent

maleekén parent
in&dhifand

irth defects.

Change Date November 22, 2011

a. General To be eligible for [ itlmu the natural child
Relationship of a Veteran wh
Eligibility
Requirements
of an Individual

e21-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.} or
6¢,yand August 311, 190r near the

requirements exist, sejgdyafor spina bifida
birth defects benefits.

Continued on next page

2-B-13
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

7. Relationship Requirements and Developing for
Relationship Evidence, Continued

b. Definition: An parent’snatural child is the parent’s biological child, regardless @& th
Natural Child child’s

* age
* marital status, or
» dependency status.

An individual cannot become eligible for
adoptive parent. Only a biological parent o
that individual eligible.

terkiehefits through an
ividual can make

c. Spina Bifida If a child of a Vietnam \/e
Benefit requirements, suffers
Requirements:

Male or Female
Veteran Parent

d. Other
Covered Birth
Defect
Requirements:
Female \leteran
Pare

e child's

Continued on next page

2-B-14
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

7. Relationship Requirements and Developing for
Relationship Evidence, Continued

e. Procedure  Review the parents’ names on the birth certificatde Veteran's claims
for Developing  folder. Ensure the birth certificate lists the &fein(s) as the parent of the

for claimant.
Relationship

Evidence for )
Spina Bifida Notes:

* A birth certificate with the parents’ name
certificate is considered sufficient evi
« If the child lives with adoptive parents,
that one of the biological parents is a Vie
the specific Korean service reguirements.

taophotocopy of the birth
tafyehe claim.

enmgstill required to show

a Veteran meeting

certificate shows no fathe father
as the informant)

- request the types of e\ ifi . CER
3.210to establish pa

- note that the iSi : ting only a
written state

3.814(c)(2)

f. Procedure i [ tificatéhie Veteran's claims

;or Developing e liste Meteran as the mother of the
or
Relationship
Evidence for
Other red
Birth

mother’'s name oroita photocopy of the
red sufficient evideneceverify the claim.

2-B-15
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

8. Disability Requirements for Spina Bifida Benefits

Change Date ~ September 26, 2008

a. Qualifying Spina bifida benefits are payable for all typesmiha bifida excepgpina
Types of Spina  bifida occulta.

Bifida for
Eligibility The term “spina bifida” refers to a defective gisof the bony encasement
L1J8nder Chapter ¢ the spinal cord but does not include o guize defects, such as

encephalocele and anenceph&dpQPG C 05-99

Note: The Rating Veterans Service Repres
assessing disability level for spi ifida.

ISResponsible for

2-B-16
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects

Introduction This topic contains information on the disabilisguirement for other
covered birth defects, including

» a definition of birth defect

« the limitation on birth defects and conditions cmee

 covered birth defects for benefits under Ch

* birth defects not covered due to familial di

* birth defects not covered due to birth-r, d iecs, chromosomal
disorders, or congenital malignancies

« conditions not covered due either to birth
infirmity

« conditions not covered due to

* birth defects not covered
disability.

Change Date ~ September 26,

a. Definition:
Birth Defect

yor
tal influence during embryoori fetal life.

Continued on next page

2-B-17
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

b. Limitation Not all birth defects and conditions qualify aniindual for Chapter 18

on Birth benefits. VA will only cover birth defects thaegpotentially linked to a
Defects and female Veteran’s Vietnam service and have resuftedpermanent mental or
Conditions physical disability.

Covered

ddik under one of the

Birth defects and conditions that have bee
categories listed below. The condition
* has been determined by VA not to be a am service
(M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.% includi
- chromosomal abnormalities,
- congenital malignancy
* is related to a familial @
* is likely to have occ ] C [ i atal period,
including a
— birth-related i
—fetal or neon

[ than a birtedebr
al or physisability.

Continued on next page

2-B-18
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

c. Covered Covered birth defects include, but are not limiied
Birth Defects

for Benefits « achondroplasia

Under Chapter

18 * cleft lip and cleft palate

* congenital heart disease

* congenital talipes equinovarus (clubfoot)
» esophageal and intestinal atresia
 Hallerman-Streiff syndrome
* hip dysplasia

* Hirschprung’s disease (congeni
* hydrocephalus due to aqueduc
* hypospadias

* imperforate anus

* neural tube defects
* Poland syndro
* pyloric stenosi

Continued on next page

2-B-19
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

d. Birth
Defects Not
Covered Due to
Familial
Disorders

2-B-20

Birth defects that are familial disorders are rmtared birth defects. These
include, but are not limited to

* albinism
* alpha-antitrypsin deficiency

» Crouzon syndrome

» cystic fibrosis

* Duchenne’s muscular dystrophy
» Galactosemia

* Hemophilia

* Huntington’s disease
* Hurler syndrome

» Kartagener’s syndro
* Marfan syndrome
* Neurofibromatosi
 osteogenesis i
* pectus excavat
* Phenylketonuria
disease

Continued on next page
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

e. Birth Defects Conditions that are due to birth-related injury ao¢ covered birth defects.
Not Covered These include, but are not limited to

Due to Birth-
giesl(?:ggrs « brain damage due to anoxia during or around tintere
Chromosomal  * cerebral palsy due to birth trauma

Disorders, or « facial nerve palsy or other peripheral ne
Congenital » fractured clavicle, and
Malignancies

» Down syndrome and
* Fragile X syndrome,

e Turner

Continued on next page

2-B-21
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

f. Conditions Conditions that are due to a fetal or neonatatnmty with well-established
Not Covered causes or that are miscellaneous pediatric conditame not covered birth

Due Either To  defects. These include, but are not limited to
Birth-Related

:?éltjar.?;Nogonatal » asthma and other allergies
Infirmity « effects of maternal rubella, toxoplasmosi hor other maternal
infection during pregnancy
» fetal alcohol syndrome or fetal effects atewhralg abuse
* hyaline membrane disease
» maternal-infant blood incompatibility
* neonatal infections
* neonatal jaundice
* post-infancy deafness ' : ne year)
* prematurity, and
g. Conditions disorders areoatred birth defects.
Not Covered
Due to
Developmental
Disorders

Continued on next page
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

9. Disability Requirement for Other Covered Birth Defects,

Continued

h. Birth Birth defects that are not covered because thd&ygdaomanent physical or
Defects Not mental disability include, but are not limited to

Covered Due to

Lack of * conditions rendered non-disabling through treatment

Permanent . . . . .
Physical or . cor!genltal heart problems surgically correctedesolved without disabling
Mental residuals

Disability * heart murmurs unassociated with a di ed caathiacrmality

* hemangiomas that have resolved with
* scars (other than of the head, face, or ne
surgery for birth defects.

ithouttneat, and
idual of corrective

2-B-23
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B
10. Developing for Medical and Lay Evidence

Introduction

Change Date

a. Acceptable
Medical
Evidence for
Benefits Under
Chapter 18

2-B-24

This topic contains information on developing foedital and lay evidence,
including

* acceptable medical evidence for benefits under ©€hd;8, and
* procedure for development for medical and lay evige

September 26, 2008

examination for rating purpose
appropriate level of disability:

* statements from priv.
* examination reports

Note: VA will sc es not have

documents that ar

Continued on next page
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section B

10. Developing for Medical and Lay Evidence, Continued

b. Procedure
for Developing

Follow the steps in the table below to developn@dical and lay evidence.

for Medical and  Reference: For more information on developing for medicatiday
evidence, se®l21-1MR, Part I, 1.C.6

Lay Evidence

Step

Action

1

Does the Chapter 18 claims folde tain medivalence

submitted by the claimant sho
medical condition for Chapter

. If yes go to Step 3.

examination and follow up to obtaport.

0 the RVSR to review the clainr&ing.

eM21- 1MR Part Ill, Subpart iv,.5

2-B-25
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

Section C. Rating

Overview

Introduction The next stage in the Chapter 18 benefit claimsgs®is to prepare a rating
decision.

This section contains information on:

In this Section  This section contains

Topic See Page
Benefits 2-C-2

Assigned to Spina Baig 2-C-8

ed to Other 2-C-14

‘-T\ hapter’18 Benefits Rating 2-C-19
ON Wi esheet

2-C-1
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits

Introduction This topic contains information on the rating pregancluding

* roles and responsibilities in the rating process
* rating process for spina bifida

* rating process for other covered birth defe
 determining a beginning date of entitle

and

Change Date  August 14, 2006

a. Rolesand  Veterans Service Repres ives
Responsibilities  development and revie

ntinued on next page

2-C-2
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits, Continued

b. Rating The table below describes the stages in the ratiogess for Spina Bifida
Process for claims.
Spina Bifida

Stage | Who is Responsiblé
1 VSR

ice Representative
) must prepare rating decision with
et if the reason for denial is

ida occulta (Reason 02), or
ifida condition exists (Reasom

Forwards claims folder with all medical gnd
y evidence to RVSR for review and
reparation of rating decision.

Important: Claims are delivered to RVSRH
for ratingonly if all other evidence

concerning eligibility has been obtained gnd
verified.

Continued on next page

2-C-3
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits, Continued

b. Rating Process for Spina Bifid. (continued)

Stage | Who is Responsibl¢ Description

3 RVSR » Prepares rating decision establishing
entitlement,
—Level |

n with codesheet for every case that
ed or that is denied based on spina

i
n
o
Q
3
o
Q
®
=
=
o
=)
3
D
=
o
=
o
5
—+
=)
11%

topics listed above, see

M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.C.11,aand

« M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.C.13

Sends rating decision with codesheet to
VSR for input and notification to claimant]

Continued on next page

2-C-4
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits, Continued

c. Rating The table below describes the stages in the ratiogess for other covered

Process for birth defect claims.
Other Covered

Birth Defects

Stage | Who is Responsiblé
1 VSR i elements of basic eligibility

2 i folder with all medical and

concerning eligibility has been obtained gnd
erified.

Continued on next page

2-C-5
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits, Continued

c. Rating Process for Other Covered Birth Defec (continued)

Stage | Who is Responsiblé

3 Description

3 RVSR

» Prepares rating decision establishing
entitlement

ant: RVSR must prepare a rating
vith codesheet for every case th

ship and mother’s qualifying
Vietnam era service are met.

* References: For more information on th
topics listed above, see

e M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.C.12,aand

e M21-1MR, Part VI, 2.C.13

Sends rating decision with codesheet to
VSR for input and notification to the

claimant.

hd

at

11%

2-C-6

Continued on next page
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

11. Rating Process Overview for Chapter 18 Benefits, Continued

d. Determining Use the table below to determine how the begindatg of entitlement is

a Beginning established.
Date of
Entitlement Important: Spina bifida benefits cannot be awarded pridbésember 1,

1997, and for other covered birth defects, th

cember 1, 2001.

If ... Then the effe
the date ...

the claim is

* the original claim
» areopened claim, or
* aclaim for increase

received
herwise, the
ceipt of the claim

the claimant reo
previously denied

applied for correcti

covered birth defects is the date of birth.

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims

Introduction If the RVSR determines that the individual is deatitto benefits based on
spina bifida disability, the RVSR assigns the hgjtdsability level based on
severity of symptoms and degree of any permaneytiqgdl or mental
disability.

This topic contains information on

spina bifida disability levels
categories of neurological impairment
minimum disability level assi
exceptional cases, and
scheduling periodic rea

Change Date November 1, 200

a. Spina Bifida
Disability
Levels

or motor impairment of upper extiemi

f 90 or higher, and

is continent of urine and feces without the usmetlication or
ther means to control incontinence.

Continued on next page

2-C-8

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law



M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims,

Continued

a. Spira Bifida Disability Levels (continued)

Level Description |
Il The individual meetany of the critena listed below. He/she

» walks with braces or other
means of mobility in the com

* has sensory or motor impairme

to

—grasp a pen

—feed self, and

al support ahbrsprimary
ity, or

xtrem)itieit is able

an tweesirper week
houss tahe during

at techniques or othentezdtto
pairment but doesreve fecal

Continued on next page

2-C-9
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims,

Continued

a. Spina Bifida Disability Levels (continued)

Level

Description

community, or

1] The individual meetsny of the criteg

» uses a wheelchair as his/h

enough to prevent
— grasping a pe

listed below. He/she

er extiesnsevere

2-C-10

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law

Continued on next page



M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims,

Continued

b. Categories  In determining the appropriate disability levektssign, the RVSR assesses
of Neurological  the severity of each category of neurological impant (extremities
Impairment functioning, mental functioning, and bowel-bladflanctioning) as

* least severe (1)
* intermediate severity (2), or
* most severe (3).

The RVSR records these categ

c. Minimum
Disability Level
Assignable

Continued on next page

2-C-11
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims,

Continued

d. Disability
Level for
Children Under
the Age of One
Year

e. Scheduling
Periodic
Reassessments
of Disability
Level

2-C-12

The RVSR assigns disability Level | for childrenden the age of one year
unless a pediatric neurologist or pediatric neurgsoin certifies that, in his or
her medical judgment, there is neurological defiét will prevent the child
from

» ambulating

* grasping a pen

* self feeding

* performing self care, or
» achieving urinary or fecal contin

Schedule a reassessment ...
when the individual is one.
when medical evidenee&ved
indicating a change is warranted, but
at a minimum every five years.
only if evidence indicates

nder the age
2en one a

» a material change in disability, or
* that the current rating may be
incorrect.

Continued on next page
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

12. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Spina Bifida Claims,

Continued

f. Exceptional  The Director of Compensation and Pension Servicgin@ease the monthly

Cases allowance in order to best represent the extentlhigadisabilities resulting
from spina bifida, or from treatment proceduresdjpina bifida, limit the
individual’s ability to engage in ordinary day-t@dactivities.

ent foindividual who would
@t more disabilities
ifi h as

The Director may increase the monthly
otherwise be paid at Level | or Il, if there
resulting from spina bifida, or treatment for

* blindness
« uncontrolled seizures, o
« renal failure.

payment,
severity to the

2-C-13
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

13. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Other Covered Birth
Defect Claims

Introduction In the process of examining medical evidence, tH8R determines a
disability level for each case qualifying for otleevered birth defect
benefits.

This topic contains information on

» other covered birth defect disability leve
 scheduling periodic reassessments of disa
* exceptional cases.

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Other The table below
Covered Birth ratings.

Defect

Disability

Levels

| or mental effects that @ebasionally or
it or prevent some daily activities, or

ent or scarring of the head, facegok with
tion or gross asymmetry of any fa@atdre (nose,
chin, forehead, eyes (eyelids), ears (auricle®eks, or lips).

Continued on next page

2-C-14
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

13. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Other Covered Birth
Defect Claims, Continued

a. Other Covered Birth Defect Disability Level: (continued)

Level Description

I The individual has residual physi
frequently or constantlymit or p
the individual

r menthéets that
t some daily activities, by

~t

* is able to work or attend school
* can carry out most
e can travel

provides age

Continued on next page

2-C-15
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

13. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Other Covered Birth
Defect Claims, Continued

a. Other Covered Birth Defect Disability Levels (continued)

Level Description
1] The individual

* has residual physical or me effects that lonibinder most
daily activities, but individual i idge-appropriatg
self-care, such as
— eating

—dressing
—grooming, &

e not entirely apprate for age,

ross asymmetry of tamdl features
f facial features (nose, diorehead, eyes
les), cheeks, or lips).

Continued on next page

2-C-16
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

13. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Other Covered Birth
Defect Claims, Continued

a. Other Covered Birth Defect Disability Level: (continued)

Level Description
v The individual

* has residual physical or me
appropriate self-care, such as
- eating
—dressing

- grooming, and
—carrying out

effects that preage-

Continued on next page

2-C-17
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

13. Disability Rating Levels Assigned to Other Covered Birth
Defect Claims, Continued

b. Scheduling VA will reassess a determination whenever it reegi@vidence indicating

Periodic that a change is warranted.
Reassessments

S

Level
Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

14. Preparation of a Chapter 18 Benefits Rating Decision
with Codesheet

Introduction This topic contains information on preparing angttdecision, including

* rating format, and
» entries on codesheet.

Change Date August 14, 2006

a. Rating Rating decisions for Chapter 18 b
Format other rating decisions, wi ions

* issue

 evidence
 decisions
« facts and analys
e coded conclusion.

Continued on next page

2-C-19
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

14. Preparation of a Chapter 18 Benefits Rating Decision
with Codesheet, Continued

b. Entries on Whether granted or denied, all rating decisionsiireqcertain entries on the
Codesheet for codesheet.
Spina Bifida

Claims Use the table below to determine how to a etidesheet.

If benefits are ... | Then state the cod
conclusion as ...

granted “Spina bifida benefits”
followed by

Example

bifida benefits

additional development i
onducted for medical
evidence, reflect the
deferred rating as a code 38
on the codesheet.

Continued on next page

2-C-20
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

14. Preparation of a Chapter 18 Benefits Rating Decision
with Codesheet, Continued

b. Entries on Codesheet for Spina Bifida Clairr (continued)

If benefits are ... | Then state the coded Example
conclusion as ...

denied “Spina bifida benefit
followed on the nex

iSpina bifida benefits
denied
02-Riagnosis of spina

* “02-Diagnosis of spina

Note: Rating and code
denied for the fo i
e the individual
e the individual fai
* the parent(s) wer

, 9d81-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.5
uirements,d@é-1MR, Part VI, 2.B.6.p

sé21-1MR, Part Ill, Subpart v,.1

Continued on next page

2-C-21
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

14. Preparation of a Chapter 18 Benefits Rating Decision
with Codesheet, Continued

c. Entries on Whether granted or denied, all rating decisionsiireqcertain entries on the

Codesheet for  codesheet. Follow the instructions below to deteerhow to annotate the
Other Covered codesheet.
Birth Defect

Claims

Granted | State: Chapter 18 benefits a anted for [ins@me of defect]

If benefits are grante
exists, entitlemen aining

e result of a fetal or neo-natdinmity with
ed causes

ot a permanent physical or mental dilsigb

» Disability due to congenital malignant neoplasm
isability due to chromosomal disorder, and

isability due to developmental disorder.

Continued on next page

2-C-22
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section C

14. Preparation of a Chapter 18 Benefits Rating Decision
with Codesheet, Continued

c. Entries on Note: Rating and codesheets are not prepared for sldiat have been

Codesheet for  denied for the following reasons:
Other Covered

CB:'Igir:nZefeCt + the individual was conceived before the v
(continued) Republic of Vietnam during the Vietna
* the individual failed to furnish request
* the biological mother was not a Vietham
* veteran parent is not female

* child deceased prior to 12-01-
the individual is not a natural chil

reipigfirst served in the
21-1IMRrt VI, 2.B.5

, and
e vetera

2-C-23
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section D

Section D. Authorization Issues

Overview

Introduction The final stage in the Chapter 18 claims process &ithorize an award or
denial rating decision or prepare an administratieeial and to notify the
claimant of the decision.

This section contains information on the
decisions regarding entitlement to Cha

rorabind notification of
8 benafcluding

« effective dates for reduction and terminati
 processing awards and denia

In this Section  This section contains tk

Topic See Page
15 s -D-2
16 2-D-3
2-D-1
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section D

15. Effective Date for Reductions and Terminations

Introduction This topic contains information on effective daf@sreductions and
terminations of awards of a monthly monetary alloeea

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Effective Whenever it is necessary to reduce, or n@nomnthly allowance,
Date for generally reduce or discontinue based o faatsd, except as provided
FBiedeC_IIon of  in38 CFR 3.105(g)and38 CFR 3.114(b)

enefits

Note: If benefits were paid errone
* beneficiary error, reduce.@
erroneous award, or
* VA administrative er [ 4 [ e date of last
payment.

b. Effective iNUE hapter 18 besneh the last day of the
Date for i i
Termination of

Benefits ; ~ i or Chapter 18 benefitisdrsame manner

2-D-2
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http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38CFR/BOOKB/PART3/S3_105.DOC
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38CFR/BOOKB/PART3/S3_114.DOC
http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/regs/38CFR/BOOKB/PART3/S3_503.DOC

M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section D

16. Processing Awards and Denials

Introduction This topic contains information on processing awadd denials of Chapter
18 monetary allowances, including

* roles and responsibilities

» award and denial process
* denial codes for spina bifida benefits, an
* denial codes for other covered birth de

Change Date November 1, 2004

a. Rolesand  Veteran Service Repres
Responsibilities Representatives (SVS i ' denials.

b. Awardand Reference: Fori i i simgdy rotification,
Denial Process see M21-1MR, P
andM21-1, Part V,

Notes:

e Minim i n entry into tOF HER field of the 451
screen.

Continued on next page

2-D-3
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http://www.warms.vba.va.gov/admin21/m21_1/part4/ch28.doc
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M21-1MR, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section D

16. Processing Awards and Denials, Continued

c. Denial Codes Use the table below to determine the correct deadés to enter into

for Spina Bifida VETSNET on the 453 screen.

Benefits
If spina bifida benefits have been denied because ...| Then enter code
number ...
the individual is not a natural child of the 01
of spina bifida occulta 02
no spina bifida condition exists 03
the individual was conceived before Vietna 4
specific Korean service
the individual failed to furnish reg
the parent(s) was(were
veteran(s) with speci
of other reasons
d. Denial Use the table beIo ermi e correct deaadons to enter into
Codes for VETSNET on the 453screen.

Other Covered

Birth Defects \

other cove
peeause ...

d b lefe have

een denied Then enter code

number ...

he ndividual is NOha nature

ild of the vetera 01

t ‘% was eived before the veterast fir | 04
sefved in Viethar

the claimant faile urnish requested evidence 5 0

lan

the ind al's biological mother was not a Vietma | 06

of O reasons, such as

 the

* no qualifying covered birth defect exists
eran is not female, and
ild died prior to December 1, 2001

07

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law
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Veterans Benefits Administration M21-IMR, Part VI
Department of Veterans Affairs January 29, 2002
Washington, DC 20420

Transmittal Sheet

M21-1IMR, Part  Attached is the first complete part of
Vi reorganized under this project. To

nealrite project. M21-1 is
confusaihnew parts of the

manual will be referred to as "M21-1 ntil s e the entire manual
Manual has been rewritten and disseminated.
Rewrite
Versionin The new Part V1 incorporates
Information
Mapping Style
Authority By Direction
Signature

OCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED AS NEEDED
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Veterans Benefits Administration M21-IMR, Part VI
Department of Veterans Affairs November 1, 2004
Washington, DC 20420

Transmittal Sheet

M21-IMR, Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, P
Part VI revised as follows:

I, “Chapt8rBenefits,” is

Manqal Pagesi through 2-D-5: Remove these bstitute pages 1-i through
Rewrite 2-D-4, attached. This change replaces ain its entirety.
Versionin

Information  part vI, 1.2, 1.4, and 2.C.14.c. who meet
Mapping Style qualifications for cove ' i gible for

5 provisions of teekans Benefits Act of
, providing besddir individuals born
n of veterar® served with specific

duals with spliida who qualify as
is Korean service.

is revised to show the ne@smles to use with denial
red birth defects.

2 of 2.B.2. Is changed to “Application Benefits,” the phrase “other
ects” is changed to “other covered birgiedts,” and other minor

"TBD" (to be determined) after a reference iatks that the referenced
ial is located in a part of M21-1MR that has yet been published.

Note: M21-1MR changes are released at the chaptezatios level. Change
numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR clesnglhe date of the
change will continue to show in the “Change Dateth located on the first
page of each topic.

Continued on next page
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Veterans Benefits Administration M21-IMR, Part VI
Department of Veterans Affairs November 1, 2004
Washington, DC 20420

Transmittal Sheet

Authority By Direction of the Under Secretary f efits

Signature
Renée L. Szybala, Director
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Part VI changed as follows:

Chap8rBenefits,” is
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e 2-B-25, and
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Notes:
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lo‘Chapt8rBenefits,” is

The following pages are updated in this

« 2-B-25, and
e 2-C-2.

Notes:
* M21-1MR changes &

first page of ea

» “TBD” (to be det eference indicatieat the referenced
materijal is located ‘

Changes Formattin hout Part Vbindocm to M21-1MR
Included in ition, referenceeszinded paragraphs in
ThisPart

d M21-1MR chapters aemoved.

Authori [ of the Under Secretary for Benefits
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Part VI Chapter 2, “Spina Bifida and Other Birth

The following pages are updated in this

2-B-5
2-B-7
2-B-11
2-B-25
2-C-2
2-C-4
2-C-6
2-C-21

21-1MR clesngrhe date of the
nge Datetk located on the

a reference indicatieat the referenced
M21-1MR that has yet been published.

hapter 2, Section B, Topic 6, Block easrected to show the
to the previous block as VI.2.B.6.b.

Reference to VI.2.C.10.d has been deleted from.€112L.b. and
VI.2.C.11.c., as the reference citation does n@texthin M21-1MR, Part
VI.2.C.
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M21-1IMR,
Part VI,
Chapter 2

Changes

Included in
ThisRevision

Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VI, Chaf@e$ection B,
Eligibility and Development, is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

e 2-B-2 through 2-B-7, 2-B-9 through 2-
19, and 2-B-24 through 2-B-25

2-B-P4B-16 through 2-B-

Notes:

change will continue ta cated on the
first page of each'topic.

p change the development control tfroen 60
days to 30 days.
To clarify the block titles.

« IV.2B.5d
« IV.2B.6.C
- IV.2B.7d
« IV.2.B.8.a
« IV.2B9Db
« IV.2B.9.c
 [|V.2.B.10.a

Continued on next page

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law



Transmittal Sheet, continued

Rescissions None
Authority By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits
Signature

IS/

Bradley G. Mayes, Director
Compensation and Pension Service

Distribution RPC: 2068
FD: EX: ASO and AR (i

Licensed by Definity Group, all rights reserved to the extent permitted by law



Department of Veterans Affairs M21-1IMR, Part VI
Veterans Benefits Administration March 11, 2010
Washington, DC 20420

Transmittal Sheet
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Included in Benefits.”
ThisRevision

L ocation of therevision n(s) for the change
Page 1-2: Part VI, To state tha Chapter 18 benefits|has
Chapter 1, Topic 2,
Block a (VI.1.2.a) .
Pages 2-B-10 and 2-B- ifyi nits and other
11: VI1.2.B.6.b ASSi [ 21-1MR,

Throughout
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Changes
Included in
ThisRevision

The table below describes the changes includdasmrevision of M21-1MR,
Part VI, “Chapter 18 Benefits,” Chapter 2, “Spinéida and Other Covered
Birth Defects.”

Notes:
* M21-1MR will retain some informatio
Network (BDN) until it is no longer ope
Network (VETSNET) does not yet permit
transactions. For information

ed to tBenefits Delivery
nalpse the Veterans Service
essi types of benefit

M21-1IMR, Part VI, Chapter 2

Reason(s) Citation Page(s)

unit that VA o 5
etermined to or near theakore

Division, to the table

Part VI, Chapter 2, 2-B-10
Section B, Topic 6,
Block b (VI1.2.B.6.b)

O

Company, ? Infantry VI.2.B.6.b 2-B-11
hat DoD determirned
the Korean DMZ.

3.814(c)(2).

have operated in or n
To revise the tahle

ordance with 38 CFR IV.2.B.6.d 2-B-11
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Changes The table below describes the changes includdusmrevision of Veterans
Included in this  Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part VI, “Chapter 18 Betsef
Revision

Notes:

* M21-1MR will retain some information d to tBenefits Delivery

transactions. For information on VETSNE and input, consult
[ rvice Intranet.

Management Center
 Minor editorial

Citation Page(s)

Part VI, Chapter 2, 2-B-10
Section B, Topic 6,
Block b (VI.2.B.6.b)

To change “¥ B
dron, 10" Ca

0 herbiciges VI.2.B.6.d 2-B-11
d

968, and August 31,1197
R, Part VI, 2.B.6.b.

iterfa for Chapter I8nefits | VI.2.B.7.a 2-B-13
rean service.

based on a Veteran’
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